
Sergej Tolstoy and the Doukhobors - A Journey to Canada. 1998, Slavic Research 
Group, University of Ottawa, Ed. by Andrew Donskov. 
 
Pages 272-273 
 
15 December, 1898. 
 
This morning the first train arrived with Doukhobors from Elizavetpol' Province. Richner's factory 
has come to life again. Some of the exiles met their families whom they had not seen for some time 
- a year or more. In the afternoon the ship docked; I went aboard, met Captain Taylor and his 
assistants and inspected the quarters which we are to occupy. The Lake Superior is somewhat 
larger and newer than the Huron. It also has, below the upper deck, two intermediate spaces which 
I will simply call the middle and lower decks. Below them is the hold. Not being too familiar with 
nautical terms, I shall try to avoid them. The general plan of these quarters is as follows: the after 
part of the upper deck - or the deck in the proper sense of the word comprises sixteen first-class 
cabins, a staircase goes from there down to the crew's cabins and the dining room, which, 
therefore, is located on the middle deck; further amidships are the winch, hatchway and 
fresh-water pump. The central part of the upper deck - known as the 'spar-deck' - is the busiest part 
of the ship. It is taken up by machinery, a kitchen, a bakery, the second-class dining room, 
officers', mechanics' and bo'suns' cabins, a pharmacy, store-rooms, four infirmary rooms, 
water-closets, rooms housing the ship's lamps and their keeper, and, finally, several second-class 
cabins.  
 
Along the sides of this part of the deck run two narrow corridors leading to the fore part of the ship. 
Here there are two more hatchways (one with a winch), and two more spacious cabins, these ones 
for the 'cattle-herders' - people accompanying cattle being transported. There are also pumps for 
salt and fresh water, two water-closets and a washing room. Right at the bow is the anchor, along 
with a staircase leading down to the crew's quarters. The whole central part of the deck is protected 
by bulwarks against the waves. The roof of those quarters which are located in the centre of the 
deck, forms the uppermost deck, in the midst of which rise various pipes and ventilator shafts; here 
the lifeboats are secured, and the captain's upper cabin stands all by itself. Still higher is the bridge. 
Below the upper deck - or deck in the proper sense of the word - are the between-deck quarters, or 
simply the middle and lower decks; below them is the hold. 
 
Half of the after part of the middle deck, as I have already said, is taken up with the first-class 
dining room; here also are store-rooms, the captain's lower cabin and the housekeepers' quarters. 
The other half is allotted to the emigrants. The very centre of the middle deck is occupied by 
machinery, but on either side there are wide passageways where bunks could be put; there are also 
two water-closets here. 
 
The fore accomodation section of the middle deck is also designed for passengers. Altogether, the 
middle deck has rather comfortable quarters, since there is light coming through the portholes and 
it is well ventilated. 
 
The lower deck does not have portholes and light comes in only through the hatchways; 
nevertheless, it has more room than the middle deck, since there is no machinery in the centre. It is 



divided by a solid wall into two sections: fore and aft. The lower deck is rather dark and one can 
feel the dampness and stifling air. 
 
Both the middle and lower decks are now empty, only partially filled with coal, which before our 
departure is to be removed to the hold. Thus the Doukhobors are to occupy the middle and lower 
decks, which need to be outfitted with bunks for two thousand people; according to my 
calculations the second-class cabins on the upper deck can hold no more than 50-60 people and 
they should be given to the ageing and infirm. The captain apparently does not wish to assign the 
first-class cabins, hence they can remain in reserve for those who fall ill along the way. 


